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The Beauty of Strength Valley Women's Martial Arts 


Performers at "Arts for Strength: : Resistance a 
Through Women's Eye" on October 24th 


Celebrates 15 Years 


Valley Women’s Martial Arts in Easthampton 
recently celebrated 15 years of existence and resis- 
tance. Founded in 1977, Valley Women’s Martial 
Arts is anon-profit school which teaches karate, scif 
defense and arnis (Filipino stick fighting) to women 
and children. The school has helped women of 
myriad backgrounds and experiences to resist the 
harassment and violence thatis condoned in the USA 
and worldwide. These 15 years of resistance and 
existance span a time when the insidious and blatant 
damage of sexual abuse, incest, murderof women by 
the menthey know, and other forms of woman hatred 
are being brought more and more into the public eye. 
Valley Women’s Martial Arts has played and contin- 
ues to play an important rolc locally, nationally, and 
internationally in addressing the issucs of violence 
against women and children. 

The school is a member organization of the 
National Women’s Martial Arts Federation, which 
was formed to promote women’s excellence in the 
martial arts and to educate the public about the need 
for women to teach and learn how to protect our- 
selves. VWMA’s founder, Wendi Dragonfire, past 


head instruc: — A 
tor Beth Holt, ; 
and current / 
head instructor Janet Aalfs 

teach and participate in 

trainings and seminars 

throughout the US and Europe. Black belt teachers 
and advanced students educated at VWWMA pro- 
vide workshops, demonstrations and Iectures on 
self defense and related issues throughout the 
Western Mass area and beyond. 


Valley Women’s Martial Arts celebrated 


their fifteenth year with a performance entitled 
“Arts for Strength: Resistance Through Women's 
Eyes.” This event took place on Saturday October 
24th at the Northampton Center for the Arts and 
included stunning diplays of chorcographed self 
defense, martial arts, poetry, and music/percus- 
sion in a collection of alternately beautiful and 


Continued on page 6 


Kings and Wild Mien: Patriarchy as Evolution 


by Jami Porter-Lara 


The last part of a three-part series on 
the men’s movement. 


We (who believe in progress) valorize 
innovation and then yearn for more stable 
worlds, whether they reside in our past, in 
other cultures, or in the conflation of the two. 

—Renato Rosaldo, Culture and Truth 

Much of the men’s movement makes 
extensive use of Native American spiritual- 
ity, particularly in its attempts at 
reconceptualizing masculinity. AsI discussed 
in the last segment of this article, the appro- 
priation of Native spirituality to fill the void 
of White capitalist identity is a fundamental 
reenactment of the colonial and imperial 
principles upon which this country was 
founded. It is no coincidence that the October 
edition of Wingspan focuses on the male 
archetype of “Kingship” while Indigenous 
people around the world are mourning the 
arrival of Columbus as the beginning of 500 
years of imperialism and genocide. Men’s 
movement leaders promoting the Kingly ar- 
chetype hail Columbus as a hero, as a man 
from the days in which masculinity was ina 
more healthy state of development. While 

secking to reap the benefits of identifying 
with both kings and indigenous spinitualities, 
the men’s movement accepts the implica- 
tions of neither, and does not recognize how 
their use of the two ideals might be in conflict. 

A number of questions come to mind. 
How is itthat the men’s movementcan simul- 
taneously call upon Indigenous spirituality 
and European kingship, as if these are com- 
patible, even complimentary concepts in the 
redefinition of Western masculinity? With 
all of the emphasis on Indigenous spirituality, 
where are the Native people? And how has 


the men’s movement managed to generate so 
much liberal and feminist support when one 
of their primary means of re-constructing 
male identity are the clearly articulated con- 
cepts of Patriarchy? Examination of the lit- 
erature by the mythopoetic and psychologi- 
cal leaders of the movement is useful in 
answering some of these questions. 

Robert Bly emphasizes men’s need for 
connection to their fathers, aconnection which 
he claims was lost during the Industrial Revo- 
lution, when men left their homes to work in 
factories. Having lost contact with their fa- 
thers, says Bly, they lost the male mode of 
relating, and consequently have never re- 
ceived initiation from boyhood to manhood, 
a rite which can only be performed by older 
men. 

These losses have created a great deal 
of grief and alienation for American men, his 
solution to which is re-comnection to other 
men and their fathers through myth and ritual. 
Although very similar to the goals of therapy, 
this solution looks harmless enough until we 
examine the mythological base upon which 
he calls. Notice that there is no discussion of 
the current destructiveness of fathers in this 
culture—the men’s movement addresses the 
pain and the loss of disconnection from fa- 
thers, but docs not discuss the pain of physical, 
sexual, or emotional abuse caused by them. 

Inacomplete, butnot surprising reversal 
of its pro-feminist roots, the men’s move- 
ment summons Patriarchy as its guiding 
principle. Dr. John Weir Perry, in “Re- 
emergence of the King,” cites the Middle 
Ages—the time of King Arthur, lords and 
ladies; knights and casdes—as a time critical 
to the development of male consciousness. 
Perry says that the Middle Ages were a time 


of truly healthy male spirituality, characteriz- 
ing it as “a unitary god focused culture 
pyramided with hierarchies of authority,” 
which he contrasts with ‘our sensate, secu- 
larized culture of instant gratification.” Where 
we as feminists have taken a critique of 
Patriarchy as essential to our continuance, 
Perry says that what the opponents of patri- 
archy overlook is that these kingly functions 
reflect deep evolutionary developments in 
the structure of the psyche. 

In other words, according to Perry and 
Bly, the development of the human psychic 
state and civilization was/is dependenton the 
progression from matriarchal goddess based 
non-hierarchical spirituality, to the patriar- 
chal hierarchy of the kingship. 

Moore and Gillette, authors of King, 
Warrior, Magician, Lover say that they could 
not find any examples of highly evolved, 
complexly structured socicties that were not 
patriarchal in their mythological base. With 
all of the men’s movement’s “involvement” 
in Native American ritual, this could mean 
either that Moore and Gillette do not consider 
Indigenous socictics to be complexly struc- 
tured and highly evolved, or thatthey wrongly 
consider the mythological bases of Indig- 
enous cultures to be patriarchal. Perry agrees 
with these findings, arguing that the feminine 
principle had donc its historical job and that 
evolution required the masculine principle to 
become differentiated—thatis, dominant. He 
says that the shift from goddess culture to 
patriarchy is “‘a natural movement of psychic 
evolution.” 

Sothe masculinein morchighly evolved 
than the feminine and hicrarchy-kingship is 
the most evolved form of civilization. Where 
does this leave Indigenous people in refer- 


ence to the men’s movement, when the fun- 
damental structures of Indigenous societies 
on the North American continent— 
gynocentric and egalitarian—are considered 
uncivilized and un-evolved by the standards 
of movement leaders? While doing research, 
I wondered many times why men’s groups, 
having appropriated so much of Native cul- 
ture, donot question why there are no Native 
people among them? Therrituals are there, the 
“ceremonial garb” is there, but the people are 
not there. In attempts to make itself less 
White, the men’s movement has set up 
scholarship funds to attract Black men, Latino 
men, and Asian men, but they make no 
menton of Native American people. Never, 
not once have I seen the men’s movement 
make reference to Indigenous people as if 
they existed in the present. 

From the evolutionary-psychological 
perspective of men’s movement Icaders such 
as Perry, Maede, and Bly, Native people do 
not exist as a people, but rather as a concept, 
or as an idea. Bly has often talked about the 
usefulness of “soul talk” rituals and initiation 
ceremonies for men getting in touch with 
their “Wild Man.” The exact meaning of the 
Wild Man is often ambiguous, but it is con- 
nected to the process through which men 
must travel in order to achicve mature “man- 
hood.” He who is searching for his Wild Man 
often dances with abandon, behaving sym- 
bolically and through the archetypal uncon- 
scious. The Wild Man is opposite on the 
evolutionary scale from the King, who repre- 
sents authority, civilization, and divinity. This 
passage from Perry’s description of his 
mecting with Carl Jung 1s so illuminating that 
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Policy Statement 


The Valley Women’s Voice, amonthly 
feminist newsjoumal, welcomes women’s 
writings, poctry, graphics, and photography 
that reflect a ferninist commitment to the 
empowerment of all women. The Voice 
provides a foruin for women to share chal- 
lenging and controversial ideas. We aim to 
communicate and strengthen bonds between 
women by making them visible in our pages. 

The Valley Women’ s Voice is produced 
onacoliective, consensus, volunteer basis by 
agroup of feminists. We donotagrec with all 
opinions expressed in the Voice by indi- 
vidual authors, but we accept responsibility 
for choosing to print everything in the paper. 

CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES 

The Valley Women’s Voice welcomes 
letters, cssayS, Narratives, interviews, 


newsbricfs, poems, short stories, cartoons, 
graphics, and photographs. Written submis- 
sions should be 3 to 5 pages typed, double 
spaced. Yourname, address, and phone num- 
ber must be enclosed withall materials so that 
we may verify submissions and/or contact 
youtodiscussany necessary editorial changes. 
A short biographical statement is also appre- 
ciated. An author who does not wish her 
name to be printed should indicate this when 
submitting items. Please enclose a SASE if 
you would like materials returned to you. The 
decision to print materials is made collec- 
lively, and all major editorial changes are 
made in conjunction with the author. How- 
ever, we reserve the right to make minor 
editorial corrections to submissions for pur- 
poses of clarity and space constraints. Al- 
though we cannotafford to pay contributors, 


Letters to the Editor 


This letter was released to the Valley 
Women's Voice by Donna Goodleaf.. 


Attn: Joy James and Diane Brooks, Co- 
Chairs of Search Committee for the Special 
Opportunity Line and Search Committee 
Members 

From: Donna K. Goodleaf, Visiting 
Lecturer 

Re: Withdrawal of my candidacy ap- 
plication for the Special Opportunity tenure 
track position in WOST for 93/94. 

I am writing this memo to inform the 
search committee that I have decided to with- 
draw my candidacy for the Special Opportu- 
nity Faculty position in the Women’s Studics 
Program. I have taught in this program over 
the past three semesters and during this time 
I have observed a kind of politics that leads 
me to conclude that the current climate in 
Women’s Studies and the UMass administra- 
tion is detrimental to my future professional 
career. I will continue to teach as Visiting 
Lecturer in Spring 1993 while working ona 
number of research and writing projects with 
Indigenous scholars. 

Dr. M. Annette Jaimes, a Juancno/ 
Yaqui scholar, and I are currently working 
together on a writing project, a book entilled 
Native American Women’s Life and Land 
Ss les, Past and Present: At the Center of 
Survival and Resistance which will be pub- 
lished by Oxford University Press. Ihave just 
submitted my article “Under Military Occu- 


pation: Indigenous Women, State Violence 
and Community Resistance” for publication 
in Happening: Canadian Women Fightin 
for Social Change, edited by Linda Carty, to 
be published by Women’s Press, Toronto. 
Lee Maracle, the Salish/Cree poet and nov- 
elist, and I will be co-authoring a book on 
current issues in Indigenous communitics. I 
am working in collaboration with Winona 
LaDuke, the respected Anishnabeg activist 
scholar, and president of the International 
Indigenous Women’s Network. We will be 
publishing a book on the militarization of 
Indigenous lands in the United States and 
Canada. 

It is important that I substantiate with 
examples the reason why I am withdrawing 
my candidacy for the Special Opportunity 
Line. I have served on various Women’ Stud- 
ies committees in these past three semesters, 
and it is clear to me that the current envi- 
ronment in the Women’s Studies program is 
not supportive of Indigenous Women. I 
consider the vote to deny graduate student 
representation, without consulting or inform- 
ing the graduate students/TAs currently 
working in the program, to be aclearexample 
of departmental perpetuation of structural 
racism and elitism. The Executive Commit- 
tce has disrespectfully treated the graduate 
students/TAs who are primarily women of 
color. As an Indigenous woman, itis difficult 
for me to ignore this type of hostile institu- 
tional treatment towards “lower ranking” 


we do send a complimentary copy of the 
issuc in which your item appears. 

Send submissions to: Valley Women’ s 
Voice, 321 Student Union Building, Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. 
If youhave ideas for future articles, orare not 
sure how your particular interests and talents 
may add tothe paper, call us and Iet’s discuss 
the possibilities. Our number is (413)545- 
2436. 

CALENDAR & ANNOUNCE- 
MENT LISTINGS 

_ The Valley Women's Voice would like 
lo printannouncements and publicize events 
of interest to women. Listings are free and 
should be keptto 5 lines in length. (Items will 
be edited to fit space constraints.) An- 
nouncements for non-profit organizations 
will be give preference and additional space 


members of the Women’s Studies Program. 
As a former graduate studeny/TA in 
the program, Iremember the valuable contri- 
butions that we made with regard to cur- 
riculum changes. Together with Jeanine 
Maland and Shanta Rao, I taught acourse on 
Women’s Struggles and Resistance from a 
multicultural perspective. It should be re- 
membered that this course came out of initial 
demands made by ALANA and under- 
graduate student groups. As graduate stu- 
dents/TAsin Women’s Studies we supported 
those changes. It was clear that students were 
calling for a shift from the Eurocentric per- 
spectives in the department’s curriculum. 
Numerous memos and minutes from 
Women’s Studies meetings (1991-92) docu- 
ment and altest to core and associate faculty 
actually supporting undergraduate/praduate 
student demands for structural changes. Itis 
therefore incomprehensible to me that the 
Executive Committee, formed in Fall 1992, 
has decided to exclude graduate students/ 
TAs in the work that is being done to trans- 
form the curriculum. This, it would secm to 
me, contradicts the stated intention of the 
Executive Committee to transform the cur- 
riculum toreflecta multicultural perspective. 
Let me also point out that Deidre 
Almeidaand Iarecurrently teaching acourse 
on “Indigenous Women in Contemporary 
National Liberation Struggles.” Although 
we have Visiting Lecturer status, we are not 
invited to participate in any of the discussion 


when it is available. 


We request that Calendar listings pro- 


vide the following information: name, date, 
time, and location of the event; cost of attending 

the event (sliding scale? work exchange?); the | | 
sponsor of the event and recipient of pro- 
ceeds, if any; a staument about accessibility 
for disabled women (wheelchair accessible? 
ASL interpreted?); a phone number where 
inquiries may be directed. 


Individuals and organizations may re- 


quest that a photograph be printed along with 
a Calendar listing. A nominal fee is charged to 
cover printing costs. Only black-and-white 
photographs can be accepted. Due to space 
constraints, we may not be able to accept all 
photographs for publication, and preference 
will be given to non-profit organizations, 


onmulticultural changes in Women’s Studies 
Curriculum. Therefore, I am forced to con- 
clude that my current work in the department 
is not valued and that there is no commitment 
to enhancing the program with the Indigenous 
perspective. Ourrole so far has been marginal 
and our presence as Indigenous women has 
been tokenized. 


I am forced to conclude that the extent 


of institutional racism and elitism goes be- 
yond the parameters of the WOST program. 
The Dean’s comments as recorded in the 
minutes of the September 18th Executive 
Committee meeting makes clear that“. ., the 
program needs to run smoothly. If it does not, 
Women’s Studies will be placed under the 
Dean’s supervision, and an outside reviewer 
will be broughtin. In this case, there will beno 
personal actions, no hiring, not even for a 
special appointment.” In my view this com- 
ment reveals the Dean’s lack of commitment 
in dealing with the real challenges that face 
this program. Structural changes are neces- 
sary if there is going to be a dynamic, truly 
multicultural presence in the Women’s Stud- 
ies program. The Dean’s comment, instead of 
acknowledgingthis,expressesthe 
administration’s tactical use of coercion and 
threat to ensure order. I cannot be party to the 
administration’s attempts to silence the voices 
of dissension and difference. 


I remain committed to teaching the 
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Interview with: Rigoberta Menchu Tum 
Winner of the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize 


We are not myths of the past, ruins in 
the jungle, or zoos. We are people and we 
want to be respected, not to be victims of 
intolerance and racism. 


Hissaidthatour indigenousancestors, 
Mayas and Aztecs, made human Sacrifices to 
their gods. It occurs to me to ask: How many 
humans have been sacrificed to the gods of 
Capital in the last five hundred years? 


On October 16, 1992, the Committee 
of the Nobel Peace Prize for the first time in 
its history granted the Prize to an indigenous 
woman. At twenty years of age, Rigoberta 
Menchu hadalready lost her father, her mother 
and a brother as a result of the indiscriminate 
violence exercised by the armed forces of 
Guatemala. Her father, Vicente Menchu, 
along with other indigenous people, was 
burned alive by the army when he participated 
in the peaceful takeover of the Spanish em- 
bassy. The embassy was taken over in hopes 
of calling attention to the plundering of Jand 
suffered by the indigenous and to the military 
presence in the community. 

A few months later, her mother became 
yet another victim of the repression. She was 
kidnapped, raped, tortured for several days 
and exhibited publicly in her community. 

Rigoberta Menchu was seventeen years 
old when she decided to learn to speak Spanish. 
Since then, words have been her weapon in 
the unuiring defense of the rights ofher people. 
The extent of the love that the indigenous, 
victims of repression, terror and war, have for 
her is equaled only by the hate of the gov- 
emment and the army, to whom she has 
always been a thorn in the side. 

For two hours, the Commission for the 
Defense of Human Rights in Central America, 
(CODEHUCA) had the chance to carry out 
an interview with the 33 year old Rigoberta 
Menchu. She spoke of the 500th anniversary 
and of her country, where military dictator- 
ships and repression have prevented her from 
residing since 1981. Guatemala, with nine 
million inhabitants, is a nation whose civil 
war has not yet ceased, unlike the truces that 
currently existin other countries of the Central 
American region. It is a country in which the 
extermination of the indigenous peoples 
continues to be a reality. 

During the last thirty years, this coun- 
uy has been tom by a civil war that, to date, 
has Ieft more than 100,000 dead and 30,000 
disappeared. The vast majority of these vic- 
tims have been indigenous peasants. 

Different military dictators and civilian 
governments have carricd out a military 
campaign against the guerrilla resistance, 
resulting in a militarization process without 
precedent on the American continent. More 
than half a million men from the civilian 
population are now forced to serve in the so- 
called Civil Defense Patrols, organized by 
the armed forces. According to the Guate- 
malan government, participation in the pa- 
uols is voluntary. However, human rights 
organizations have provided numerous tes- 
timonies and proofs that the indigenous 
peasants are obliged to participate and to 
carry outarmy orders. Thousands of Rigoberta 
Menchu’s countrymen are buried in clan- 
destine graves, executed without tal by the 
Civil Patrols. 


What began your struggle for the de- 
fense of the indigenous and human rights? 


I was bom in a family where Papa 
struggled for 22 years for the piece of land 
where we were bom. Mama, as a midwife, 


attended 90% of the pregnant women, sick 
people and malnourished children. Because 
of her role as a healer and a midwife, she 
believed in our Mayan gods. I would uade 
any prize in the world to know that my Papa 
and mother had retumed. They helped me to 
determine my life. Inaddition, J havea brother 
in aclandestine cemetary with his three chil- 
dren and his wife. Someday, I would like him 
to have a dignified grave in the land where 
Papa dreamed that we would be buried. 

Moreover, I have known so many 
people that are not alive today; it is in their 
memory that one lives. 


On the tweilfthof October, a great num- 
ber of countries will celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the discovery of America. Do 
you see this as an insult to the indigenous 
people? 


We have scen repeated occupations of 
our land, long lines of colonists have arrived, 
and they remain today. For me, to celebrate 
the twelfth of October is the absolute ex- 
pression of triumphism, occupation and pre- 
sumptuousness, and I think that anyone who 
has mature and responsible politics should 
not celebrate it. History will remember those 
that celebrate it. 

Now, the twelfth of October isa special 
date, but I don’t believe that it will change the 
situation very much. The struggle of the in- 
digenous didn’t begin in 1992, and it will not 
end in 1992; it is simply an occasion to take 
advantage of the international situation. 

On the other hand, the 500th anniver- 
sary has opened a lot of space in intemmational 
forums. With respect to this, I am deeply 
gladdened that 1993 has been delcared the 
International Year of Indigenous Peoples by 
the United Nations, It is the first year we have 
had in five hundred years. This is thanks to 
the struggle of many untitled, unnamed in- 
digenous brothers who, without understand- 
ing international law, patiently walked the 
corridors asking for some time. Thanks to 
them this international year has been declared. 

In addition, I think that the current 
situation has generated an understanding of 
the cultural diversity of America. We were 
the first to talk about cultural diversity, the 
need torespect the Maya and theenvironment. 


The last country in the continent to 
abolish slavery did so more than one hundred 
years ago. How is repression and racism 
expressed today? 


For example, in the case of my country, 
Guatemala, 65% of the inhabitants are in- 
digenous. The constitution speaks of protec- 
tion for the indigenous. Who authorized a 
minority to protectan immense majority? Itis 
not only political, cultural and economic 
marginalization, il is an attempt against the 
dignity of the majority of the population. The 
human being is to be respected and defended, 
not protected like a bird or a river, 

Racism in our countries is a fact in that 
the Indian is not allowed to be a politician or 
aspire to being head of state. It has reached 
the point that 99% of the indigenous women 
have not gone to school. The indigenous are 
condemned to live in a situation designed to 
exterminate them. They receive a pittance of 
a salary, they neither speak nor write the 
language, politics dictates their situation. Is 
this slavery? I don’t know whatit’s called. It 
is not the same as before because we are in 
modem umes. 

During the last summit in San Jose in 
Portugal, with all the Central American 
Presidents present, the Guatemalan delega- 


uon threatencd to leave the summit if I en- 
tered the main session Lo present a document 
on the development of Guatemala. 

It was inconceivable to them that an 
indigenous woman, self-taught, born to a 
humble family in the mountains, who atc 
roots and leaves, didn’t go to school and who 
has no professional title would appear there. 
It was the greatest shame. The racists won’t 
stand for the presence of a person who is not 
of their race and convictions. 


The whole region has seen a pacifica- 
tion process in the lastfew years. However, in 
Guatemala the internal war continues. Why 
has the situation been prolonged in your 
country? 


In my opinion, peace has not come to 
America, to Nicaragua, or to El Salvador. A 
hungry people is a people without peace. If 
the demands of the people are not met, what 
kind of peace are we talking about? 


How do you explain the fact that the 
war in Guatemala has never gotten the same 
amount of attention as the wars in El Salva- 
dor and Nicaragua? 


One of the reasons is racism itself. We 
don’t have means of communication in our 
hands. The media and politics have never 
allowed our people to speak through them. 
The absolute marginalization of the indig- 
enous peoples is a fact, as is sophisticated 
militarization. These have been the most sig- 
nificant ingredients in the silent war. 


What is the greatest obstacle to achiev- 


op 


ORDER BY PHONE TOLL-FREE! 
1-800 GET-LILY 

FAX: 1-800 HAD-LILY 

7 DAYS A WEEK + 24 HOURS A DAY 


i) 


Buy any of Lily's classic videos! 

Buy the entire collection and 
receive FREE as a bonus a piece 
of the woman we all adore? 


Order classic Lily Tomlin videos including her Broadway Hit, 


“THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENY LIFE IN THE UNIVERSE,’ 


ENTIRE VIDEO COLLECTION $120.00 (Retail value $140.00) 
Postage & Handling $3.50 for Ist video/S1.50 for each additional video. 
CA Residents add applicable sales tox. 


OTHER GENUINE CELEBRITY ARTIFACTS AVAILABLE. 
SEND TO: P.O. BOX 27759, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 


ing peace in Guatemala? 


The problem in Guatemala is that there 
is no solution to the issue of human rights. 
The problem is militarization, it is the injust 
distribution of wealth. It is hatred of the 
indigenous, it is discrimination and 
marginalization. If concrete means to resolve 
what has been generated by the conflict are 
notsought,] don’tthink that the war will end. 
Ideeply believe that the solution to this armed 
conflict lics in concrete approaches to human 
rights and the dignity of indigenous peoples. 
It is the responsibility of all those implicated 
in Guatemala, perhaps alsoof the international 
community. It must be said that the interna- 
tional community has given many blank 
checks for the killing of our people. 

The inaction of the international com- 
munity towards Guatemala is injustifiable. 
The community should play an active role 
with concrete measures and sanctions im- 
posed, as was the case in South Africa, Iraq, 
Yugoslavia, Cuba and Haiti. Why for us no? 
Why legalize death in one place and some- 
where else no? This is clear in our memorics. 


Many of your countrypeople speak of a 
culture of violence and death in Guatemala. 
Do you share this interpretation? 


The culture of death is imposed by 
economic and political interests, the arzo- 
gance of power, corruption. I blame the first 
world for having taken our riches for so many 
years. I am speaking of the superpowers that 
dominate the life of the world. More con- 
cretcly, the World Bank, the IMF. Those that 
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The Tendency To Forget: 


by Chris Prell 


On October 13, Gail Dines, professor 
at Wheaton College, addressed a large as- 
sembly of both men and women at the UMass 
Campus Center Auditorium regarding por- 
nography. She focused on the ways in which 
pornography both supports and promotes 
violence against women. Her examples cen- 
tered on slide excerpts form Playboy, Pent- 
house, and Hustler. 


In the days following Gail Dines’ lec- 
ture on pomography, I asked many of my 
friends about their response to the talk. One 
friend of mine said she felt tired the entire 
next day. An understandable reaction: it’s 
hard to try to like a society that both overtly 
and covertly atlacks you on a daily basis. 
Perhaps hersclf-fabricated obtimism had been 
too taxed the night before. I know mine had. 
She said that her fatigue stayed with her until 
she spoke to her housemates (three other 
women) about the lecture. “Then came the 
anger,” she said. 

I found her reaction interesting: sucha 
delayed anger. I understood it too. She cer- 
tainly had plenty to be mad at, the list is 
extensive: it includes those who create the 
images, those who buy them, those who carry 
the images over into the mainstream media, 
and those who overlook or don’t care how 
these images affect women. And there’s al- 
ways more that can be added. But without 
thinking about specific names or groups re- 


Continued from page 1 


it deserves to be extensively quoted: ‘After 
meeting Jung I dreamed of standing by the 
fireplace in my home and encountering areal 
Native American who stood at the other end 
of the fireplace and confronted me with a 
tomahawk. He threw the tomahawk at me and 
I had to catch it before it hit my abdomen. 
This startled me. I told Jung about my dream 
the next moming at breakfast. He smiled and 
said, “yes, that’ s your archaic man. He wants 
your attention and he wants you to connect 
with him.” 

It is astounding to have it laid out so 
clearly. The Native American represents the 
archetypal archaic man, the Wild Man, the 
primordial man who exists at the beginning 
of time, at the beginning of consciousness. 
Wingspan, a book compiled from the 
newspaper’s articles illustrates this point 
nicely with the use of “primitive” cave-paint- 
ing type graphics in the margin of every page. 
The Native American in Perry’s dream and in 
the common conception of the movement, is 
but an archetype, having no actual existence, 
except in the archaic memories of white men. 
The Native American is asymbol of what the 
men’s movement seeks to find in itself, and 
then exorcise on the journey to manhood, to 
kingship. He is one stage in the evolution of 
every civilized man, nearest the caveman, 
nearest the animals. 

This story is also indicative of the rela- 
tionship most non-Native people have to the 
people who first populated this continent, a 
relationship characterized by the narcissistic 
fantasies of freedom and adventure, of a life 
much closer to nature and spirituality than we 
are now. As Vine Deloria, Jr. has pointed out 
in God _is Red, the American Indian Move- 
ment in the early seventies wasn’t able to get 
americans to pay attention to what way going 
on with real Native Americans—the loss of 
landrights, political persecution, government 
violation of treaty rights—because White 
america is so fixated on fairy tale conceptions 
of a time when people lived in tepees. This 


sponsible for this industry—just the idea of 
how predominant a force pornography is, 
how many people it involves and affects, is 
mind boggling. (It is an industry which sees 
profits of billions of dollars a year.) Whether 
one helps in creating it or fighting against it, 
we all remain part of the group affected by its 
messages. And as women, the extent to which 
this is true—in terms of how we are viewed 
and treated—becomes an overwhelming fact 
emotionally hard to contend with. Maybe 
this is a clue to my friend’s fatigue. 

In her lecture, Dines repeatedly illus- 
trated the ways in which pornography affects 
women. She showed links between pornog- 


raphy and sexual crimes. She demonstrated _ 


how media images only too closely resemble 
many of those in pomo magazines. Collec- 
tively her speech reinstilled the audience 
with messages we’ ve heard before regarding 
the violence pomography both supports and 
promotes. That’s plenty to be angry at. 

Yet why did it take my friend all day to 
react? Dines’ lecture, because of its horrify- 
ing message, also revealed a fact about many 
of us in the audience. It was the realization 
that her message, along with many other ones 
we've received regarding the treatment of 
women, is too easily forgotten. Messages on 
ways in which women are controlled, vio- 
lated, and oppressed in our society. Messages 
we’ve acknowledged, then quietly allowed to 
slip in to discreet pockets of our minds. Per- 
haps this explains the fatigue my friend ex- 


infatuation is a concept to which Renato 
Rosaldo has given the name of “imperialist 
nostalgia.” The yearning of White americans 
to return to the good old days , to ‘get back to 
nature’ via Indigenous religion, and to once 
again see people living in tepees or longhouses 
is theepitome of nostalgic imperialsm. North 
America’s genocidal history and its continued 
disregard for Indigenous human rights dis- 
appears behind this cloak of innocent yeaming 
for days past—a history wrought by the same 
people who now long to resurrect what they 
have destroyed. 

The exorcism of the Wild Man which 
must occur along the progression to a Kingly 
identity parallels the murderous intentions of 
white patriarchy towards indigenouscultures. 
As the individual White man “‘discovers,” 
and then exorcises the Wild Man, so White 
patriarchy as a culture rediscovers and then 
erases and destroys Native peoples and their 
religions. 

Within this framework, Indigenous 
women havenorole except fortheir symbolic 
exclusion from the ceremonies that these 
white men usurp. In the men’s movement, 
Indigenous people are literally faceless be- 
cause they are not individuals as muchas they 
are symbols. Native American culture exists 
only in the white male psyche as male defined 
and male centered, as a continual manhood 
initiation rite, hunting ritual or war chant; 
Native American men represent the primor- 
dial masculinity that cach man seeks to draw 
out of the recesses of his psyche. 

Perry emphasizes the use of ritual 
process as a means of breaking out of the 
common, conventional, anesthetizing way of 
life where “the culture puts us to sleep for its 
own purposes. To break out and do something 
wholly different carries us back to the archaic 
man inside us. It is through this regression 
into archetypes that he claims men will find 
their King, which “represents the center, the 
living representation and personification of 
the center. This is the spiritual and cosmic 
point of connection between the world of the 


Responding to Gail Dines on 


Pornography 


perienced. It’s easier to slip into weariness 
than confront harsh realities about yourself. 
Easier to forget than to deal with the draining 
effects of anger and the obvious need to do 
something about that which angers you. And 
I think it is a behavior pattern which I, my 
friend, and many other women fall into. We 
sink too readily into our cozily created 
comforters of self-delusion, and fail to act to 
change first ourselves and then those around 
us. 

Wealso fail to realize that forgetting is 
atwisted privilege in today’s world. If we can 
forget, then we are not the women who must 
pose for these pictures. For them, forgetting 
isn’t an option. Nor is moving to a place 
where pomography is more discreet. For those 
of us who do have these “privileges,” we also 
have a chance at eliminating pomography, 
and it is an opportunity we should be taking 
advantage of. 

Dines’ lecture was valuable for the 
informationshe gave regarding pomography, 
whether or not her message was one familiar 
to her audience. For me, the event was also 
about exposure. Exposure to my own and 
other’s willingness to ignore a lot of issues 
concerning the treatment of women. Hearing\ 
and then forgetting in an attempt to function 
more smoothly in this society is a pattern we 
all must break. We must continue the discus- 
sionon pornography, along with other issues, 
whether it be with organizations, friends, or 
ourselves. . even if that involves being a bit 


gods of men and of the underworld. So the 
King is the pivotal figure. All the important 
transformations that go on in the psyche’s 
processes come out of that center. He is like 
that master of ceremonies, the figure who 
initiates great change and regulates the steps 
along the path of change.” 

According to Perry, the goal of all men 
in search of mature masculinity is the devel- 
opment of their King. This search, like many 
of the defining concepts of the men’s move- 
ment, has a symbol of what men must seek— 
the Wild Man or the Warrior or the King— 
within himself through ritual exploration with 
other men, but the exact nature of that search 
is mystical, indistinct. It is easy to latch onto 
dancing in search of your archaic man, but 
men inthe movementdon’t know whattocall 
it other than that; they don’t know exactly 
whatitmeans. They are content, while playing 
with paints and feathers likeelementary school 
children making pictures of “Columbus the 
Hero,” to let the father figures of the move- 
ment attach meaning to their productions. 

So they attend workshops and go on 
adventure weekends in order to gain the cn- 
lightenment promised by each—they search 
for their Warriorat one dance, prieve for their 
fathers at another ritual, and get in touch with 
their Wild Man while drumming with 500 
men, paying $75 to $3000 each time. They 
look for each archetype where it is promised, 
and most important—the goal of all this 
drumming and dancing and naked communion 
with nature—is working with their King. The 
King, of course, is the top of the pyramid. The 
ullimate goal of the men’s movement is ap- 
parent in Perry’s response to the question: 
How do men work with their King? “I feel it 
should be done with other trusted men, with 
a trained therapist” (emphasis mine), 

With a therapist. So, as always, what a 
lot of this boils down to is the money that 
Some peoplecan make. The men’s movement 
ase a ee lee nd 
The feminist wna ee eee 

ment has not been inno- 


a é e . ‘a 
ae Thave compiled a brief list of organiza- 


tionsto which women can tum if interested in 
getting involved with or educated about the 
fightagainst pornography. My best wishes to 


you all. 


Educator Advocat¢s 
Nelson House, UMass 
Amherst, MA 01003 (413) 545-3474 


National Anti-Pomography 
Civil Rights Organization 
P.O. Box 7604 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 


Pomography Resource Center: 
Organizing Against Pornography 
7334 East Lake Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 


| 


Classifieds 


are only .25 a word in the Voice. 


Get the Classified that Goes 
to the Audience You. Want to 
Reach. 


Call 545-2436 to reserve for 
coming issues or mail your listing | 
with check/money order to: 


Valley Women's Voice 
321 Student Union Building, 
UMASS, Amherst MA 01003 


cent of these lucrative appropriations. Books 
claiming to contain secret tribal histories by 

white women suchas Lynn V. Andrews, and 

expensive woman wailrior retreats closely 

modeled after the ubiquitous ‘shaman’ proto- 
type proliferate in the (White) women’s 
community. The associated White feminist 
community has often failed to define the 
difference between respectful approaches to 
leaming/sharing cultural values, and crass 
consumerism. I hope that my critique of the 
men’s movement can be used for ourselves 
and our own feminist community. 

When European Americans can no 
longer exploit the land, resources, and labor 
of Indigenous peoples on this continent and 
around the world, they commodify spiritual- 
ity—the final frontier. Itisa desperate attempt 
at salvation from the destruction which White 
americans, complicit with our ancestors, have 
wrought. 

As a movement which originally 
formed around the political vision of an anti- 
sexist society, the men’s movement might 
have had the potential to develop its vision 
into one that was anti-racist, anti-classist, and 
anti-imperialist through continuing activism 
but has followed a much more conservative 
path by focusing on masculinity with no 
Political analysis of the context in which 
masculinity isconstructed. Asaresultof their 
inability or unwillingness to deal with prob- 
lems of racism, classism, and homophobia, 
themen’s movementcontinuestobe seriously 
unable to challenge the misogyny in our 
culture. Underlying the outward posture of 
collectivity and Support-groupness is the value 
and glorification of Patriarchy, kingship and 
hierarchy, which is antithetical to any un- 
ae e ee for oppressed people. 

; , principled in destruc- 
tion and masked by the language of liberal- 
‘SM, Constitutes an extension of the hegemonic 
order in threatening the wellbeing, resources, 
and lives of all people who do not have the 
Privileges that are guaranteed by being white, 
male, and financially secure, 


Rude Girls Column 


by Bernie and Miranda 


This month brin 
tion ofcomebacks and 
who dare to be rude. 
rude in an environme 


8S YCl another collec- 
anecdotes from women 
They even dare to be 
nt haunted by “family 
amental- 


values” with a thinly disguised F 
ist Christian agenda. ia 


Here are two of our MOst recent letters. 


Dear Bernie and Miranda 

You two are so cool. I am - 
a nude story so here it is, | was 
downtown Amherst a while ago. 
approached me and said, “Excuse me,do you 
have the time.” I replied, “Yes, It’s two 
o'clock.” To which she said, “Great! Then 
it’s only four hours until the next service at 
my church! Can I tell you about it? It’s a 
really great church, and you look like you'd 
be interested!” My response was, “Well, ?’m 
Jewish and a Lesbian. Those two things 

ijusually kecp me away from other peoples’ 

churches.” 

How’s that for rude? 

In all rudeness, 

Ann B. 


riling with 
walking in 
A woman 


Dear Bernie, 
I'd like to nominate my friend Julian 
“rude girls” card. She’s an ex-funda- 


QOODOODNDNNOQ 


LifeCourse Counseling Center 


Individual & Couples Therapy for 
LESBIANS, GAYS, BISEXUALS, & FRIENDS 


SPRINGFIELD, MA 
AMHERST, MA 
(413) 253-2890 


LESBIAN ACOA THERAPY GROUP 
CHEMICAL ADDICTION RECOVERY PROGRAM 
EXPLORING YOUR SEXUAL ORIENTATION GROUP 
FREE TEEN GROUP 


mentalist, punk dyke in San Francisco. Get 
this: 

Julian, my friend, my partner, and our 
fricnd Jo are on a Muni bus. We’re minding 
our own business, and for the most part, 
people aren’t hassling us because we’re ina 
pack. For some reason, though, as we get to 
our stop, araggedy old man says tous, “Jesus 
loves you but not your lifestyle!” (The fun- 
damentalists are always sniffing my friends 
oul. It’s like they have their own version of 
“gaydar,” only its “praydar” or something, 
that tells them when a “fallen” Christian 
passes by. Anyway, back to the story...) 
Without ruffling a single red hair of her 
mohawk, my friend Jules shoots back, “Jesus 
likes it up the butt and so do we!,” andclomps 
past him, 

Now, how much ruder can you get? 
Hope this isn’t too graphic (or blasphemous) 
for your column. Keep on biting back! 

Sincerely, 

Ashley 


Well, there you have it. Keep writing 
us letters, and send in comix, too. (Sorry there 
was no room for our own comix this month.) 
Unul next issue — 

Miranda and Bemic 


Classifieds 


Write From The Heart: Writ- 
ing Workshops For Women taught by 
Lesléa Newman. Write From The 
Heart, Poems From The Heart, A 
NovelIdea, and What Are You Eating/ 
What's Eating You all start the second 
week in December. (8 week classes 
a in Northampton) Call (413) 584- 

865. 


Sappho’s Delight. Sweet_& 
Delicious. Once a year is enough! For 


Recipe: send $2.00 and SASE to P.O. 
Box 1006, Northampton, MA 01061. 


Housesitting Position Sought 
for winter holidays. Experienced, re- 
liable pet and plant care. House 
cleaning also available. Diana 247- 


3192. 


Amadeus Piano Tuning. Cer- 
tified tuner technician. Reasonable, 
prompt, courteous. 584-8210. 


Provincetown Condo. Off sea- 
son get-away! Cozy, 2 bedroom, wa- 
terfront. Low Winter Rates October- 
April. (or get 10% off for next sum- 
mer rentals now!) Call Lin 413-586- 


9409. 


Goddessing—Newsletter/Net- 
work of Goddess events, workshops, 
classes, videos, slide shows, ritual 
and yaks about the Goddess. Willow 
LaMonte, 642 Bear Swamp Rd., 
Ashfield MA 01330 (413) 628-4543. 


Affordable Group Rates: 
health/disabiliry insurance. New den- 
tal-HMO. 256-0107. 


Lesbian Couples Group now 
forming for women who wish to 
deepen their relationships with their 
partners in an atmosphere of shared 
experience and support, and openings 
now in a Lesbian ACOA Therapy 
Group. FMI call LifeCourse Coun- 
seling at 253-2822. 


Learn to move easier and with 
more comfort, reclaim dignity of be- 
ing present in your body, and age 
more gracefully. All work done with 
clothes on. Feldenkrais® Awareness 
Through Movement classes and indi- 
vidual lessons in functional integra- 
tion, with Victoria Ahrensdorf. 
epi Center For Learning 584- 


Dykes To Watch Out For 


You HAVENT EVEN 
HiT YouR SEXUAL J \ 


| 


COCOCOCOCO0O 
OODOODOVDVOOVV9NVoSV VV V9 V9VVSS90O0 


ONE DAY DENTAL DAMS ARE DE RIGEUR, 
JHE NEXT I FINDouT THEY'RE “SEX 
NEGANVE.” WHILE 1A TRyING-TO 
DELIDE WHETHER. To GET My NOSE 
PERE PUTTING RINGS THROUGH YOUR 


visiBiLity... 
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Dykes To Watch Out For Stuff-It Storage 


FODOIK ONIN! OKAy, OKAY. |) wait A Minute! 
WE'LL NEVER GET ANYWHERE AL THOSE WHAT ARE WE 
AT THIS RATE! LET'S Just Id FAVOR? VOTING ON ? 
VOTE onit! = 
QP : ae 


Sone WRLSTED 


PLOT CONTROL 
FRom THE HANDS OF 
MANAGEMENT 95 
LOCAL 426 oF THE 
FEDERATED SISTER- 


a GI ge Wars 


HOOD OF LESBIAN 
COMC STRIP 
CHARACTERS IS 
PUTING 1N OVERTIME 
TRYING TD REACH 
~ CONSENSUS S 


©1992 By ALISON BECHDEL 


itil 
WHETHER To MAKE 2 Beep ff Thanx GODDESS! Time's 
QuR DECISIONS By P UP, MO. IT'S MAY TURN 
MAToRIty VOTE OR 4 To FACHITATE. OKAY! 
- Dy FIRST, MAJORITY RULES. 


How ABOUT THE FAMILY VALUES 
ANGLE ? WE COULD Con TRAST ALL THAT 
REPUBLICAN CHRISTOFASCIST GAY- 

ee WIM A WHOLESOME, TENDER 


SECOND, 1 THink OUR NEXT 
COUPLE OF EMSODES SwouLo 
ADDRESS THE PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION, ANDI'D LIKE TO HEAR 
IDEAS ON WHAT SPIN WE 


PORTRAIT OF CLARICE AND TONI 
AT HOME wiTH BABY- 1o- BE - 


Se 
Huxey BACK, 


Hon? Low worey... \ 


7 USTEN, FORGET THE ELECTION / WE GoT 
A SERIO9§ PRODTION BACKLOG HERE, 
AND WEVE ALREADY WASTED Two EPISODES 
ON THIS DAMN MCET ING! Look AT OUR 
AGENDA! TONY HAS TO come ouT TO 


HEY, DO We GET TO ENDORSE 

ACANDIDATE 2? JOAN Jerr 

JUST A LITTLE MORNING BUAKK 15 RUNNING FoR PRES- 
SS SICKNESS. _gHE | IDENT Ano CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
(je) | DRAG QUEEN ON THE QUEER 

HER FOLKS BEFORE SHE HAS THE KID, WE 


= 2) | NATION ZR) 
5 ag NEED TD EXPLORE Lols’} DENIAL ABOUT Jy) 


Repay % ae ioe THIRTY ae 
Bt 


FOR SEARCHING CRITIQUES I) 
ON BISEXUALITy, LESBIANS [7 BEEP 

INTHE MiLITARY, = | BEEPP |X FACITATE. 
FEMALE EJACULATION... : 


ANYBODY | 
WANTTHE REST apaeed | COxcUSE Me, 
OF My RUE ne BUT THE 
hy YoourT? 4" > GROSSE POINTE 
: GAYZETTE ANP 
THE TOPEKA 
LESBIAN TRIBUNE 
HAVE JUST CALLED 
TO THREATEN 
CANCELLATION 
UNLESS WE 
PRAXEE D WIth OUR 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
PROGRAM PRONTO? 


Sponsored by 
Stuff-It Storage 


One MORNNIG BEFORE MADWIMMIN BoOKS OPENS ITS Doors... 


1 
“FAILED CUB / wevcone To Ney THERE) NO MORE eal ¥ OW : 
IN THE STORY THE VER 30) 1] DENYING 'J, Los. [ HAD wl VERY CLEVER, 
DEVELOPMENT CLUB LOS GINGER CHECK YouR } j 
DIVISION s DRIVER'S LICENSE 
oF THIS | (rs 
COMIC STRIP, he, 
Our a 
CHARACTERS ; 
DuTiFULY 
RESUME 


th NAH, NOE OF 


YEAH... 1TCOULD Jus7 BE PANIC THAT I F 
(a IT$...1TS 


YOUR LIFE 15 ALMOST HALF OVER AND You 
HAVEN’ ACCOPMPLISHED ANYTHING YET? 
OR PERHAPS IT'S SIMAY GARDEN: VARIETY 
TERROR AT Your OWN ENCROACHING 


HAVE You THOUGHT 
ABouT WHAT's UNDER: 
REATH THIS DREAD 

OF AGING, Los ? 


CHEER UP, LOls. 


Just THAT THINGS 
ARE CHANGING 


T kNowW THAT FEEUNG. WHEN T OPENED THIS, 
STORE IS YEARS Aco, I CARRIED THREE 
DOZEN LESBIAN TITLES. NOW WE HAVE NEARL 
A THOUSAND. There's BARELY Time TOORDER 
‘EM, LET ALONE READ ANYTHING. YEAH... I 
USED to FEEL LIKE I WAS RIDING THE 
(AVE... BUr Now I'm Juiz AdunDERING IN 


Cet HERE, I Just WANNA Go HOME AyD 


WATCH STRAIGHT PEOPLE ON Tv. BUT 
Nooo! THERE'S FAGS 2 DYKES on ALL 
THE TALKSHOWS ANP HALF THE Siq-Coms! 


I'l. GET MY 
RAVEL 
"LESBIAN , "_ 


SERPS 


7 Sy) eas 
“4 ele BS ap 


OCOOOOOCOOOOOO 
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Letters to the Editor ... 


Continued from page 2 


course “Indigenous Women in Contempo- 
rary National Liberation Suuggles” in Spring 
1993. It is important that students understand 
this perspective. It is due to funding obtained 
through Norm Atkin’s office that the 
Women’s Studics Program is able to offcr 
two courses on Indigenous women next se- 
mester. 

I wish to acknowledge and thank the 
undergraduate and graduate students/TAs 
whose valuable comments and advice have 
guided my syllabus and pedagogy. I also 
thank Prof. Joy James and Prof. Jan Raymond 
for their consistent support of my work and 
my presence in this program. 


Dear Valley: 


Congrats on your article on the men’s 
movement by Jami Porter Lara. Might I con- 
tribute some additional points: 

1. The participants in the men’s move- 
ment are participating in the same reaction to 
women’s power, strength and autonomy as 
the original initiators of men’s-house socio- 
cultural historical events. According to Jo- 
seph Campbell in Primitive Mythology, part 


Continued from page 3 


have caused and tolcrated the death of our 
people, those responsible for the plundering 
of the third world. Silence is also part of 
repression. 

If our people are the issue, tranquility 
and peace have always been most sacred to 
us. Violence and repression are so 
incompatable with the peaceful face of the 
Guatemalan people that it is a permancnt 
shock to discover the two faces of Guatemala. 


What do you think of the guerrilla re- 
sistance? Do you defend their goals? 


If I were a guerrilla, you wouldn’t see 


HAYMARKET 


BOOKSTORE: CAFE. 
Oe aS 


DOWN CRACKERBARREL ALLEY 
OPEN! AT 9GA./M. / 
DISTING? 
NON-SMOKING AREA 


AIR - CONDITIONED 


Thomes Marketplace 
Olds South St Entranco 
Northampton 


jpao eee coeeoseeeeeass 


a 
SBeaS e@eaneese SBS BKERSSEHES EEAS 


one in his series of The Masks of God, such 
institutionalized occasions arose at a time 
when women were dominant in hearth-cen- 
tered activilies and agriculture as well as 
being perceived as endowed with magical 
powers of childbearing and childbirth. Then, 
as now, men were making up for an obvious 
infcriority complex. 

2. If youexamine who is involved now, 
it is frequently men who are not making it 
very well in the capitalist patriarchy—i.c., 
men who have lost businesses, homes, and 
access to their children to women who have 
accused them of emotional abuse or battering 
in court and are currenuy as a result having 
their male egos pieced back together by new 
girlfriends assisted by “brotherhoods” of 
“men’s groups” who cohere their sense of 
torn self while they have to endure the emo- 
tional humiliation of custody suits in court, as 
well as ensuing poverty and loss of status in 
the social hierarchy of this life. 

3. The form of the rituals as described 
in Wingspan— looking for giant-sized phal- 
lus substitutes in the woods—has nothing 
whatsoever to do with the construction of 
primitive rituals of the men they claim to hark 
back to. The initiation rites of puberty (which 
is the level many of our contemporary male 
movement-ites are stuck in) in primitive cul- 


me in this office. To me, the guerrilla is a 
reality that faces us. There are confrontations 
every day. It is a clear fact that, despite the 
existance of Civil Defense Patrols with 600 
or 800 thousand men in forced service, the 
gucrrilla exists. I have always said that the 
dialogue initiated by the guerrillas and the 
government two years ago in Oslo is the 
correct path. 


The last time you visited Guatemala, in 
July 1992, there were three attempts on your 
life. Do you hold Serrano responsible for 
your security? 


T hold the whole war responsible. Ihold 
the army and [the system of] impunity re- 
sponsible, What has ruled in Guatemala for 


adventura_travel 
Amherst Carriage Shops * 549-1256 
122 Main St., Northampton * 584-9441 
Serving the Community since 1973. 
Airline tickets, resorts, and now 
The Ivy House Bed and Breakfast (549-7554) 
for out-of-town guests. 
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Celebrate your sexuality. Proudly. 
/ Joyously. At Eve's Garden, an elegant 
7 sexuality boutique created by women 


for women. Open Mon-Sat }2-6:30 or 
send $2 for ourmail-order catalog, 


(212) 757-865) 


eves@ 
We grow pleasurable things for women 


119 West 57th St. Suite 420 NY NY 10019 


garden 


ture does not have to do with compensation 
for experience of inferior penis size, but with 
imitating aceremony in whichachildis given 
birth to by men. The men carry the boys, as 
women carry babies, and even perform the 
purifying rites as do women after childbirth. 
In one ritual Campbell describes, “the malic 


_Mother wears a skirt and squats on a birth 


stool.. He grunts and groans and grimaces in 
mock labor. The young man naked and glis- 
lening with red paint crawls under the skirts 
and is expelled between the older male’s legs, 
while everyone shouts for joy except the 
mother, who faints for her labor.” These 
rituals are similar to the ones participated in 
by the Bacchae in Greece, as described by 
Jane Harrison. In these rituals as Campbell 
writes (p. 90) the men “are taken away from 
women andchildren, and reorganized around 
the hunt with men,” and “the imprints irre- 
versibly established in infancy .. . are being 
reorganized, and through an extremely vivid, 
increasingly frightening and unforgettable 
experience are in the end recomposed into 
manhood.” These vivid painful rites include 
public circumcision and the infliction of pe- 
nile-length imitation vagina bloody slashes, 
cuts and wounds on the seized male member, 
Not just rummaging around in the woods 
looking for a big phallic pole planted by a 


many years is impunity, which means a lack 
of initiative by the chief of state to pass 
sentence on those responsible. I condemn the 
impunity and the system governed by Serrano. 
Impunity should be condemned in any corner 
of the world. 


Do you fear for your life when you visit 
Guatemala? 


Notonly in Guatemala, buteverywhere. 
Ourlives are no longer ourown; they can take 
them away any Lime. 

The Mayas, our grandparents, always 
said; every human being occupies a small 
piece of time. Time itself is much longer, and 
while wearc on it becausc it will be partofour 
children and the children of our grandchil- 
dren. They know that life is short, that it can 
end so soon, and that if one gets lost on the 
way, others will come to take their place. 


THE BEAN GOOSE INN 


weckend organizer. 

_ __ 4. Another clement of traditional form 
missing in our pseudo-men’ s ritual is a bond- 
ing nic to the female relatives of the young 
males who listen in the women’s camp and 
scream in empathy when they hear the blood 
curdling cri¢s Of agony of the young male 
initiate. In other words, instead of separating 
from and dominating women, he is linked to 
the female lineage as an equal to the woman 
at last as they scream in unison, not, as] have 
seen, infused with male superior ideological 
notions Lo taunt over a dominated girlfriend, 
to pressure her to babysit his children and to 
lend the use of a dilapidated car to drive off 
until three.a.m. to participate in secret society 
rituals. 

5. To debate with the male ritual par- 
ticipants one ata lime isnot worth theenergy. 
They have been programmed and need con- 
certed de-programming. We have to do direct 
rescue work of the women who are mixed up 
and confused by them, instead, because the 
men themselves are brainwashed and hyp- 
notized by their participation in secret orders 
as participants in any other cult ritual, i.c., 
EST, the United States Army, and the 
Mconies. 


Batya Weinbaum 
Worcester VT 
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hilarious performance pieces designed by 
members of the school with artistic director 
Janis Totty and production coordinator Janet 
Aalfs. Andrea Hairston of Chrysalis Theater 
and Jemma Lambert, VWMA Board member 
assisted with many aspects of the show. 

The event was successful due to the 
support of numerous people who helped with 
organizing, bought program ads, donated 
funds and services, and enthusiastically at- 
tended the show. All proceeds benefit student 
scholarships. (No woman is turned away from 
classes at VWMA for lack of funds.) Valley 
Women’s Martial Arts exists because there 
are networks of individuals and organiza- 
tions in this area who refuse to accept vio- 
Ience in any form and who support spaces 
where women and children can grow stron- 
ger, healthier, and more joyful. ‘‘Arts for 
Strength” reflected the power of this network 
and the beauty of collaborating as a com- 
munity to improve all of our lives. 
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Dear Valley Women’ s Voice, 

_T wanted to respond to Jami Porter- 
Lara's critique of the “men’s movement” in 
the September VWV.1 wasexcited, firstofall 
by what was clearly awell-thought-out, well: 
articulated piece. T think Porter-Lara makes 
several good points that all pro-feminist men 
would do well to remember: 

First a all, she argucs that men do not 
expericnce oppression” as men in the sense 
that they are appressed by another group of 
people (like women). Men do experience 
sysicmatic mistreatment by a society which 
assigns both men and women to rigid gender 
roles, which expects men to achieve great- 
ness individually without needing comfort 
and support, and which expects men to fight 
and die for their countries, to name a few 
examples, However, this sort of systematic 
mistreatmentis notthe sameas the oppression 
of one group of people by another. It is 
therefore very difficult for a feminist to listen 
to a privileged white male talk about his 
“oppression.” In the woman’s mind, HE is 
the oppressor, not the victim. 

Secondly, Porter-Lara points out that 
men in the “men’s movement” often get side 
tracked into processing and healing their own 
pain as individuals rather than working col- 
lectively toward gender liberation. When- 
ever a group of “oppressors” gets together to 
examine their power in society, there is always 
a strong pull to divert the focus of the group 
bycollectively exclaiming,““Well, we’ ve becn 
hurt, too!” It is important that all people who 
are working to end oppression be constantly 
reminded that the end of oppression-rather 
than the end of one’s own embarrassment 

about being an oppressor—is the goal. 

A third point that the author makes is 
that the “men’s movement” is developing as 

& reaction against the gains that feminism 
made in the lasttwo decades. The development 
ofmen’s groups that seck to “take back men’s 
rights” is an important uend for feminists to 
watch. Historically, after the first feminist 
movement in the United Statcs during the 
1920s, women were blamed for all the social 
ills of the 1930s and 1940s. Wrote Philip 
Wylic in 1942, “Mom’s first gracious pres- 
ence at the ballot box was roughly concomi- 
tant with the start toward a new all-time low 
in political scurviness, hoodlumism, 
gangsterism, labor strife, monopolistic thug- 
gery, moral degencration, civic corruption, 
smuggling, bribery, theft, murder, homo- 
sexuality, drunkenness, financial depression, 
chaos, and war.” The ideas of Wylie and 
others like him landed women smack dab into 
the repressive 1950s. Feminists today are 
therefore wise to be wary of the 1990s poct- 
feminist backlash (a.k.a. the retum to “family 
values”), 

While I therefore agree with some of 
Porter-Lara’s arguments in her analysis of 
the 1990s “men’s movement,” I think she 
g0¢s too far in condemning the movement for 
“reasserting and defending the dominance of 
the White Capitalist Patriarchy.” 

One thing that is not clear from her 
article is thatthe 1990s “men’s movement” is 
nota unified “movement.” Trying to analyze 


the “men’s movement” asa unitis like trying 
to analyze the “women’s movement” by 
lumping together such diverse groups as 
NOW, SAMOIS (a now-defunct “lesbian/ 
feminist S/M organization”), VWV, and those 
women who want to put warming labels on all 
Our music. The “men’s movement” encom- 
Passes groups which encourage men to “kill 
the female” in themselves, as well as groups 
like the National Organization for Changing 
Men, which is pro-feministand pro-femalein 
its philosophy. Some of the groups which 
feminists would attack by denouncing the 
“men’s movement” as a whole are thus the 
only groups of men dedicated to eliminating 
male hegemony. 

Porter-Lara’s criticism of groups like 
NOCM and RC is that the men involved in 
these groups focus too much on personal pain 
and not enough on women’s liberation. True 
enough. In fact, if all of the groups currently 
dedicated to women’s liberation devoted all 
of their energy and power to their cause and 
none to issues of personal pain, we would 
have been liberated long before now! How- 
ever, it is important for feminists to realize 
that the men involved in building pro-femi- 
nist men’s support networks are building the 
networks formen., Women’s liberation is not 
the primary objective of these groups, nor 
should women expect il to be. 

Men are not known for their ability to 
develop deep friendships and support each 
other. This ability is one of the skills that men 
have to reclaim in order to be allies for cach 
other and for women. What I hear from the 
pro-feminist men’s groups is that men need to 
break down the denial and isolation around 
their own painful expericnces asmen. That's 

FINE with me. Think about it, women: 
wouldn’tyou rather have men meet with cach 
other to process their guilt, shame, and pain 
about being oppressors than have them come 
to YOU as a feminist and expect YOU to 
absolve them of their misdeeds? We’ ve all 
seen examples of this sort of soppy, well- 
meaning liberal male, and frankly, it’s gross. 

If we acknowledge that men need to 
deal with their personal pain on one level 
while fighting against oppression on another, 
then let’s encourage them to process their 
pain with other men and fight against op- 
pression with us. If men perceive from 
feminists at least a grudging willingness to 
work together, we may eventually form 
productive alliances that will outlast the post- 
feminist backlash we are currently expceri- 
encing. 

As far as Porter-Lara’s criticism that 
the “men’s movement” consists mainly of 
white, privileged, heterosexual males, the 
statement may be true enough, but who were 
the women who filled the ranks of the 1970s 
feminist movement? Didn’t our own move- 
ment apologize for lesbians and exclude 
women of color when it began? Doesn’t it 
sul? The point here is not that we should 
ignore the fact that both the men’s and 
women’s movements are geared towards the 
interests of more privileged men and women, 
but that it is only too casy for these move- 
ments to attack each other on that basis. 
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Rather than attacking each other for racism, 
hetcrosexism, etc., we shouldbe devoting our 
time to making our own movements less 
oppressive. 

A final point that Porter-Lara makes is 
that the “men’s movement” is dangerous in 
that it consists of groups of men coming 
together privately to discuss Goddess-knows- 
what. | agree with the author in that the idea 
of “men-only” space is “unsettling.” How- 
ever, I feel that at Icast part of the reason that 
women are unsettled by groups of men is that 
we have been conditioned to believe that men 
are primarily aggressive, sexual (and aggres- 
sively sexual) beings. Therefore, a group of 
men meeting in secret must cither be plotting 
a coup or planning a gang-rape. This is not to 
say that groups of men do not meet in secret 
to do just these things-they do, and such men 
are dangerous. However, we cheat men, | 
think, by assuming that their male-only 
gatherings must involve something that will 
ultimately profit men and harm women. Per- 
haps, when we see men through our feminist 
lenses, we do at times miss their “innate 
humanity, beauty, and essence as men,” as 
Forrest Craver charges. 

My point in writing this response to 
Porter-Lara’s analysis is not to be an apolo- 
gist for the “men’s movement.” Nor do | 
mean to attack the author, for I believe she 
offers some truly important and valid criti- 
cisms of the different parts of the men’s 
movement she has studicd. I also feel it is 
crucial that men’s groups, as well as women’s 
groups, know how they are being perceived if 
their aim is to be effective at liberation. 

What I do want to point out, though, is 

that it may do more harm that good for us to 
condemn outright the very groups of men 
who at least state a commitment to creating 
gender liberation. I am sorry to say, women, 
that we cannot liberate ourselves without 
involving men and winning them as allics. 
Gender liberation will frec both men and 
women of the rigid gender roles and abusive 
expectations that have plagued us. In addi- 
tion, feminism will free women from op- 
pression by men, but only when we have 
enlisted sufficient male support in over- 
throwing the patriarchy. Thus, we might do 
well, in our dealings with the men’s move- 
ment, to “agree to disagree” where our beliefs 
differ (such as in the idea that men are op- 
pressed), while working together where our 
politics are similar. Only through coalition- 
building, rather than through isolating from 
and attacking each other, will we achieve our 
mutual long-term goals. 

Sincerely, 

Anna Myers 

Amherst, MA 


Jami Porter-Lara responds: 


It is true that the men’ s movement is not 
aunified movement, as is true of the women's 
movement. But it is important that feminists 
be able to look at trends and patterns in social 
movements within a political context of the 


world. 

My major area of concern is the 
depoliticization of the majority of the men's 
movement. In its present State, itis no longer 
a political struggle against sexism, but a 
movement of men seeking self-actualization 
and safe space. As I have stated in the first 
article in the series, their focus on pain and 
hurt within the area of political discussion is 
being done irresponsibly, to put it politely. 

You state that “Women's liberation is 
not the primary objective of these groups, nor 
Should women expectitto be.” I disagree. As 
a feminist, | do have the expectation that a 
primary goal of the men's movement should 
be the dismantling of male supremacy — 
particularly if there is an expeciation that we 
are to build alliances with them. How these 
men are going to reconceptualize masculin- 
ity and connect with one another on a more 
meaningful level without examining their 
investments in patriarchy is beyond me. 
Moreover, I take issue with your insistence 
that men must process their pain with each 
other and fight against oppression with us. 
Why with us? Men can, and should be fight- 
ing against oppression — with each other. 

Furthermore, it is not conditioning 

which leads us to expect that men are aggres- 
sive and sexually aggressive. It is the reality 
of women’ s experience ina male supremacist 
culture that has led us to these conclusions. 
There are exceptions to the rule that gener- 
ally, men are dangerous to the safety and 
well-being of women's lives, but they are 
exceptions. Consideration of the incidence of 
domestic violence, date, acquaintance and 
family rape confirms this point, To suggest 
that women's fear of men is due to societal 
conditioning dismisses the reality of our ex- 
perience and undermines feminismasameans 
of survival. 

[ believe that male-only gatherings with 
stated anti-feminist rhetoric should be as- 
sumed dangerous, and that gatherings of 
men outside the context of pro-feminist ac- 
tivism must also be considered dangerous. 
“Men-only” is a historically oppressive re- 
ality: it cannot be taken out of its historical 
context any more than can “Whites-only.” 

Concerning your last assertionthat 
women will not succeed at feminism without 
taking the responsibility of “winning [men] 
as allies” : alliances are formed around shared 
political agendas and are dependent upon 
the responsible behavior of the members of 
that alliance. Men should not expect the ben- 
efit of feminist allies without an active com- 
mitment to women's liberation. Moreover, 
alliances are based on similar politics which 
are supported by similar conceptions of the 
world. Whether or not men or oppressed is no 
small point of contention—11 is the difference 
between complex and watered-down con- 
cepts of oppression. The reduction of sexism 
to “gender oppression” — where men and 
women are equally oppressed by society's 
Sexrole stereotypes— is a major distortion of 
the misogynist world in which we are living, 
and any alliance built around such an as- 
sumption would be of little value to the women 
involved, 
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Exhibit: Yohah Ralph will be exhibit- 
ing paintings and sculpture in her latest show 
called “Street Chic.” Yohah's work, “bold, 
colorful, and often times humorous is an 
amalgam of images that challenge media 
representations of women. Ralph's subjects 
are self-possessed, empowered, and hard- 
ened offto the forces that seek to keep women 
vulnerable, emaciated, and bent over to take 
it any way they would have them served. 
Ralph's women dance, contemplate, exchange 
flowers, stand at bus stops, and hold hands, 
united in an effort to change from being 
limited to limitless.” Through December 3, 
Thomes Market Gallery, 3rd floor, Mon/ 
Tues/Wed/Sat 10-6; Thurs/Fri 10-9; Sun 12- 
5. 


The Everywoman’s Center: Regular 
counscling program fall hours: walk-in hours 
are Mon & Thurs 12-1:30 pm; call-in hours 
are Mon-Tues-Thurs 10-11 am & Wed 12-1 
pm; individual & couples counseling are 
available by appointment. All EWC services 
are available to women free of charge. 
Everywoman’s Center is located on the sec- 
ond floor of Wilder Hall at UMass; office is 
open Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 9-4 and Wed noon- 
4. Phone: 545-0883. 


New Group: Institute for the Healing 
of Racism is now forming in Northampton. 
The purpose of the Institute is to “help indi- 
viduals heal the wound that racism creates” 
and to “become acenter for social action with 
the aim of fostering justice and racial unity 
throughout Northampton and surrounding 


Announcements 


areas.” Meetings will take place on the Ist 
and 3rd Tuesdays of each month; the steering 
committee will meet from 6:30-7:00 pm (all 
are welcome) and group discussion intro- 
duced by knowledgeable speakers will take 
place 7-8:30 pm. FMI and schedule of topics 
for the next several months, call Jeannie at 
586-6194, Colin at 585-5887, or Gene at 256- 
1878. 


New Organization: The Valley 
Women’s Health Project is a new organiza- 
tion currently dealing with issues of Lesbians 
and cancer. We are planning support, educa- 
tion, and political action. “Please join us. All 
women welcome.” Meetings at Bangs Com- 
munity Center in Amherst. FMI and next 
meeting time call Anne, 508-544-6385. 


Hearings: The Govemor’s Commis- 
sion on Gay and Lesbian Youth will conduct 
Central and Westen MA Regional Hearings, 
Friday, November 13, 2-5 pm at UMass 
Campus Center; Monday, November 16, 1-4 
pm at Worcester State College, Student Cen- 
ter Auditorium, 486 Chandler Street, 
Worcester, MA; & December 1, 1-5 pm Room 
318, 436 Dwight Street, Springfield, MA. 
Testimony needed! Seeking youth, parents, 
professionals, and concemed citizens to tes- 
tify for the region. Looking for people with 
moving stories and comments on perils fac- 
ing lesbian, gay, and bisexual youth; stories 
and comments about suicide and suicidal 
ideation, problems of youth in schools, 
problems dealing with state or private agen- 
cies, HIV/AIDS risk, substance use risk, ha- 


rassmentand/or violence and any steps taken 
toaddress the needs of lesbian, gay, or bisexual 
youth. Prepare 3-5 pages of double-spaced 
typewritten testimony. Call for help in pre- 
paring testimony and send testimony to: Sha- 
ron Bergman, P.O. Box 1327, Hampshire 
College, Amherst MA 02001 (549-8044) OR 
LeslieTarr Laurie, 16 Center St, Northampton 
MA 01060 (586-2016). 


UMass GLB Program: Undergradu- 
ate position: seeking an undergraduate to fill 
a part-time workstudy position. Applicants 
should be familiar with and supportive of 
gay, lesbian and bisexual concerns. FMI & 
application, call 545-4824. Phoneline: 
LAMDA is the Program for Gay, Lesbian, 
and Bisexual Concems’ new 24-hour voice- 
messaging information service, available free 
of charge to callers from any touch tone 
phone. LAMDA will include continually 
updated event information, information on 
area resources including bookstores, clubs 
and publications, homophobia education, 
UMass and 5-College Gay, Lesbian, and Bi- 
sexual offerings, on-campus counseling and 
dispute resolution services, as well as infor- 
mation about AIDS/HIV, STD’s and other 
healthissues. Touse thesystem, dial LAMDA 
(5-2632) from any on-campus phone, of 54- 
LAMDA (545-2632) from off-campus. For 
information about listing events, call Jeffrey 
McKeough at 545-4824. 


Victim/Survivor Awareness Week or- 
ganized by Mount Holyoke CollegeWomen 
Against Sexual Harassment (W.A.S.H.) will 


take place November 16-20th. For informa- 
tion about the events call 586-2000 & ask for 
a W.A.S.H. counselor. 

New Support Group: Menopause, in- 
formal support group to meet monthly. Kate, 
584-2669. 


Meeting Times: 

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Com- 
munity Center general meetings are the first 
Tuesday ofevery month at 7 pm atthe Unitar- 
ian Meeting House in Northampton. FMI call 
585-0683. 

The Valley Gay Alliance meets the 
first and third Thursdays of each month at 
7:30 pm in the Unitarian Meeting House, 200 
Main St., Northampton. FMI call 527-2554; 
the Annual Business Meeting with Elections 
and Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner will take 
place on November 19, 7:30 pm, Unitarian 
Mecting House, Northampton. 

PFLAG meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 pm at Grace Episcopal Church 
Parish Hall, Spring Street, Amherst. Second 
annual pouluck dinner will take place No- 
vember 10 at 6:30, Grace Episcopal Church, 
Amherst. FMI call 532-5883. 

Qucer Nation meets every Wednesday 
6-7 pm at Bangs Community Center, 70 
Boltwood Walk, Amherst. FMI call 584- 
4213. Teen support group in Northampton; 
call 586-7377. 

AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power 
(ACT-UP) of Western Mass meets on the 
second and fourth Thursdays of the month, 

16 Center Street, Room 311, Northampton, 
7:30 pm. Call 584-4213. 


November 9 

Lecture: “Political Generations and 
the Persistence of the Women’s Movement,” 
with Nancy E. Whittier, Lecturer, Sociology 
Department, Smith College. Sponsored by 
the Smith Project on Women and Social 
Change. Free. Accessible. Smith College Bass 


Lecture: “The Social Construction of 
Scientific Knowledge,” with Anne Fausto- 
Sterling, visiting professor at Mount Holyoke. 
An informal discussion of current research in 
women’s studies, part of the works-in- 
progress scrics sponsored by the Five Col- 
lege Women’s Studies Research Center. Free/ 
open. Mt. Holyoke Dickinson House, 4:30 
pm. 


November 10 

Lecture: “After Us the Savage God- 
dess: The Explicit Body in Feminist Perfor- 
mance Art and Its Relation to the Historical 
Avant-Garde,” with Rebecca Schneider, Yale. 
Five college Women’s Studies Research As- 
sociates Fall Colloquia Series. Free/open. 
Mt. Holyoke Dickinson House, 7:30 pm. 


November 12 

Lecture: “Stereotypes of African 
Women in Latin Literature,” with Shelley 
Haley, Classics, Hamilton College. Free. 
Smith College Wright Hall Common Room 
(accessible), 4:15 pm. 
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Calendar 


Film: By Design, Lesbian fashion de- 
signers contrive to have a baby by looking for 
a substitute father. Weekly Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual Film Series. Free. UMass Campus 
Center, Room 903, 7 pm. 


November 13 

March: Take Back the Night , 
Worcester, MA. Short Rally followed by 
Candlelight March. Concert/reception after- 
wards featuring singer/songwriter Wes. At 
Crystal Park (South Main Street), Worcestcr. 
ASL Interpreted. Call WEAVE (Women’s 
Energy Against Violence) for info at (508) 
892-9515. 


November 14 

Lecture: “Vanishing Homelands: A 
Chronicle of Change Across the Americas,” 
slide-lecture presentation on the struggle for 
political rights of indigenous groups in Latin 


America. Presented by producers of a docu- * 


mentary series for National Public Radio. 
Free. Smith College Neilson Library Brows- 
ing Room (WC accessible), 10:30 am. 


November 16 

Brown Bag Lunch: Gay, Lesbian, Bi- 
sexual Studies Brown Bag Luncheon Semi- 
nar Scries: Margaret Hunt will speak on “The 
Uneasy Union of Gay Studies and Lesbian 
Studies.” UMass Campus Center, 9th floor, 
noon-1:30 pm. 
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Lecture: “Feminism, Postmodernism 
and Anthropology,” with Francis Mascia- 
Lees and Patricia Sharpe, Bard-Simon’s Rock. 
Part of UMass Anthropology Colloquia Se- 
ries. UMass Thompson Hall, sixth floor 
lounge, 3:45 pm. 

Lecture: “New Approaches to Orga- 
nizing and Union Participation Breakthrough 
at Harvard University,” with Donene Wil- 
liams, President, Harvard Clerical Workers 
Union. Labor Relations and Research Center 
Seminar Series. Free. UMass Draper Hall 
Room 111, 4-5:30 pm. 

Lecture: “Images of Gender in Classic 
Maya Society,” with Rosemary Joyce, Asso- 
ciate Director, Peabody Museum of Archac- 
ology and Ethnology, Harvard University. 
Free. Amherst College Mead Art Museum, 
Stim Auditorium, 7:30 pm. 


November 16-18 

Exhibition: Belfast Exposed, a photo- 
graphic exhibition of approximately 1000 
images takes viewers into the back streetsand 
neighborhoods of Belfast for alternative per- 
spectives beyond mass media headlines; 
among the issues raised are feminist issues, 
socialist issues, strikes, the revival of the Irish 
language and culture, the Ulster identity, 
mass unemployment, alienated youth, drugs, 
and poverty. Open for viewing 11/16 3-6 pm 
(followed by “Irish Ways,” a videoretrospec- 
tive of developments in Northern Ireland 


over the last 20 years, 7 pm); 11/17 11:30am- 
6:30 pm (followed by a slide presentation 
called “Inside Belfast,” 7 pm); and 11/18 
11:30 am-6:30 pm. FMI call the VWV office 
at 545-2436. 


November 17 

Lecture: “Reviewing the Contempo- 
rary Woman Writer: Who Decides What’s 
Good?” with Charlotte Templin, University 
of Indianapolis (Literature). Five College 
Women’s Studies Research Associates Fall 
Colloquia Series. Free/open. Mt. Holyoke 
College Dickinson House, 7:30 pm. 


November 19 

Film: Law of Desire, a passionately 
erotic film by Pedro Almodovar. Weekly 
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Film Series. Free. 
UMass Campus Center, Room 903, 7 pm. 


November 20 

Reading: Reading from Catholic Girls, 
a collection of stories, poems, and memoirs 
from over 50 women, edited by Amber 
Sumrall. Lunaria Bookstore, Northampton, 7 
pm. 


November 22 

Café: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Café Se- 
ries: Program to be announced. A $3 dona- 
lion is requested. UMass, Hampden Theater, 
7:30 pm. 
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